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the Vatican. He was German, and inimical to Borgia. On
matters connected with his office of Caerimonarius, i.e., the
superintendence of public functions, he might speak with
some authority: but beyond that he is an inveterate gossip *
and scandalmonger. In his case, also, it is impossible to
know what he really wrote, because the original holograph
of his Diarium (with the Diarium of Infessura and other
similar works) even now awaits discovery by students of
ancient archives.
What charges lie against Duke Cesare de Valentinois?
It is Cappello who states that he drove away the women,
^nd caused Prince Don Alonso to be strangled by Don
Michelotto. Burchard appears ignorant of these details. It
is Cappello who states that Duke Cesare admitted and de-
fended the murder. Of this Burchard says nothing: he
relates that the prince was strangled; and, from his mention
of the interrogation of the leeches and of the hunchback, it
would appear that others beside Duke Cesare were sus-
pected. Cappello says that the prince was poignarded in
head, arms, and thighs; Burchard, in head, right arm, and
knee. Capello speaks of a guard appointed by the Pope to
watch the wrounded man. Burchard does not record this.
There are discrepancies between the two accounts; some,
of reasonable importance: e.g., Burchard's account of the
forty knights who escorted the assassins from the City;
and of the sending of the royal leech without mentioning
any suspicions on the part of King Don Federigo. But
nowhere can be found a proved accusation against Duke
Cesare de Valentinois, or against the Holiness of the Pope.
From a study of the various statements, (derisable
though to some extent they be,) and of known facts, a
reasonable enough history of the affair may be compiled,
and one which happens to be exculpatory of Borgia.
Don Alonso de Aragona Prince of Bisceglia, Salerno,
etc., was a nephew of King Don Federigo of Naples. At
the age of nineteen, he married Madonna Lucrezia Borgia,